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Road inefficiencies

The road network Inthe North
Eastimposesinefficlencyon
theregion's motoristsandits
economy worth£422millien
peryear, according toanew
study by the Association for
Consultancy and Engineering
{ACE),

Thenewstudy, Funding Roads,
identifics factors contributing
tothisfigure,includingthecost
of repatring vehicles damaged
by poorrond surfaces, timelast
i congestion, and the cost of

petrol used by molorists held
up by congestion,

It suggests that if govern-
ment could reduco congestion
by just one minute per vehiele
perday, driversacross England
would save as much as£277mil-
lion aycarinreduced fuclcosts.
The same improvement would
also benelR the economy by
£1.9billfon In reducing unpro-
ductivejourney times,

BPavid Hodgson, ACE North
Enst chairman, saick: *Histori-
cally, government has always
spentonlyalractionolthemon-

ies cottected in Vehicle Excise
Duty {VED} and ins fucl duty on
rouds. Thisrepresentsamissed
opportunity todramaticatly im-
prove the econemie perform-
anece of ambitious regions Hke
the North East whilealsoreduc-
ing thelocal cost of tiving.
“Relatively smallbut regular
additionalinvestmentin roads
could haveasignificant positive
impact on both businessin the
region, andondrivers' poekets”
The repor! goes on lo sug-
goest that VED be ving-feneed
for useonoadsinvestment and

maintenance,withan inerease
tomatch need balanced by an
cquivatent reduction in fuctdu-
Ly, Road pricing could then be
considered as a way to simply
cncouragemore roaduseatless
congested times.

Chairman of ACE's roads
sector interest group, Mike
Liywelyn-Jones, satd: “"Overre-
centmonths, industryhasbeen
pleased toseethe Government
acknowledging that previous
cyclesof slop-start investment
have been very detrimental Lo
Lhe country's road network.”

ACEsugqes!sthalVéhich Excise Dﬁtyharingfenoedforroadinvastment.
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