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Road improvements need to move in fast lane

IPOQR reuds thioughout the Norih
West cost the region arcund £1.39 bil.
Hon cach year

A stady By the

Adsogiablon for
Consultancy and Epgincering {ACK}
YUEEeSLS TREU 1T Tongestion rould be

reduiced by one mirute per vehicle per
433 iU would save up o £277 mithien o
sear in redueced fuef costs

‘Fhe same Tmprovement woold alse
benefit the veonomy by €LY bithian in
reducing unpgroductive journey limes,

ACE North-West chairman Mike
Barber  said: “Histerically,  the
Government hos always spent ondy o
frackion of whe monics coHected in
Vehicle Exclse Duty (VEDY and s fuel
duty oo roads.

“Beversing the shecifoll In mwads
Investnent would cnable the North-
West Lo Fubly reallse economic hepefits
of ambitious multi-millien puund pm-
jects Tike the Metsey Gateway second
Flver crussing and Northern Hub rafh
scheme.

Encourage

“Investment in a balanced and sustafn-
able transpor L nebwork conld have a suse
tainabile imtpact un business In the region
and fmyprovements fn travel times for
meterisis.”

The report goes on to suggest that
VED be hypothecated for use on roads
investmenl and maintenaace, with un
intrease to match need balanced by an
equivalent reduction in fuel duty.

ftead pricing could then be tmnsid.
ered ns o wap to stmply cncourege more
yead pse at {essccon gested mes

Mike LlpwelynoJores, chadrman of
ACE's Roads Sector lulerest Group,
sald: “The propesals inthis ACE repoit
Bultd wpon corrent Governmenl plans,
by examining ways of establishing a
stable source of funding for bolh
Kighways Agerey and Local Authority
reads Lo 2040, to ensure thal Lhe ineffi
viencies asseclated with the current
raad network do not recun

“Whether this is done by by putheca.
tion of Yehick Excise Puly or by voad
pricing, it would provide a basis far
longterm planning where we con bore
raw 1s invest where there b5 o slrong
casy o do se.”
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