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‘Congestion is costin

’

region £307m a year

By Joe Wlliis
josndisBnng, co.uK

INEFFICIENCIES iIn  the
North-East road network ave
cosling the region $422m a
year, a study has revealed,

The report, by the jssocia-
tion for Consultancy and En-
Emeennﬁl?\“cei. clallms that

1 +the reglon will have
tost £3.4bn through a lack of
invesbment in the roads.

The study, Funding Roads,
caleulates that congestion is
one of the biggest causes of
incfficicney, with vehlcles
stuck in traffic costing the re-
gion £307m a year in lost eco-
nontic cutput.

Fuel used by motorisis held
up by congestion costs a fur-
thier £48m, while damage lo
vehiclos caused by potholes
costs £17m.

The report reveals that the
Govermnent spent £455m on
Northi-East roads in 2010-11 -
however this only equated to
about 27 per econt of the
money raised through road

taxation, Ace is urgingminis-
ters to ring-fence vehicle ex-
cise duly (VED) for spending
on roads, with an increase in
the tax balanced by an equiv-
alent reduction in fuel duty,

bavid Hodgson, Ace North-
East chairman, said: “Histor-
ically, government hasalways
spent only a fraction of the
monies collected in VED and
in fuel duty on roads.

“fhis reprosents a missed
opportunity to dramatically
improve the economie perior-
matce of ambitious regions
like the North-Fast, while also
reducing the local cost of liv-
ing.

“Retatively small but repu-
lar additional investment in
yonds could havea significant
positive impact on both busi-
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ftess i the region, and on dri-

vers' pockets,” According to
the roport, the Govermment
spends £28,163 per km of road
in the North-East, compared
with £980,594 In London and
£16,375 in the South-West.

Mike Llywelyn-Jones, chalr-
man of Aco’s roads sector in-
terest group, safd the propos-
als in the report built upon
current Govermnent plans by
examining ways of establish-

ing a stable source of funding
for both Highways Agency
and local authority roads to
2040,

In response ic the report,
the Department for Transport
said the Government had re-
cently invested £28bn to up-
grade the nation's roads, with
jmprovements being made to
case congestion in the North-
East to the Al Leeming to Bar-
ton and Al Lobley Hill,

A spokesman added: “We
have aiso commitied to de-
tajjed stwdies of the chal-
lenges and improvements
that can be made to the Al
north of Newcastle, the Al
Noswcastle-Gateshead  West-
ern Bypass and Trans-Pen-
nine rowies.

“This long-ferminvestment
will bring an end to the short:
{erm thinking thal has blight-
ed owr roads and will give usa
network fit for the 215t Cen-
tury and beyond.”
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